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the translation of inscriptions in the Sanskrit, Pali and Dravidian
languages.

Of the quality of Dr. Burgess's Reports it would not be easy to
speak in overstrained praise. But Dr. Burgess made no pretence of
conducting a comprehensive and connected survey of the Indian
continent by a system of simultaneous progress in its various parts;
nor did it occur to him to publish periodical reports of his own dis-
coveries at the time they were made. A specialist in his tastes, Dr.
Burgess concentrated his abilities on special classes of monuments
or on special tracts of country whose peculiar interest attracted him.
The Buddhist Caves of Western India (NIS, IV) and The An-
tiquities of the Bidar and Aurangabad Districts (NIS, III) exemplify
this trait. More than that, the publication of each report was
usually delayed until enough material had been accumulated and
studied for a complete monograph to be produced, that should be
fit to stand for many years as the standard work on the subject.
During the twenty-nine years from 1874 to 1902, as many as thirty-
two miscellaneous volumes of the New Imperial Series saw the light,
of which thirteen were from the pen of Dr. Burgess himself, and
nineteen from the pens of nine coadjutors; but there were large
areas of India and further India which were still quite untouched
by the archaeologist.

In 1889, after four years in his new post, Dr. Burgess decided to
retire. He had then rendered brilliant archaeological service in
various capacities for fifteen years, and after his retirement added
many more years of valuable editorial work to his record. Then
followed something like disruption in the Department. An era of
retrenchment in the Government of India had just begun. The
post of Director-General was allowed to remain vacant; virtually, it
was abolished. Provincial Surveyors were retained in Madras and
Bombay, and the United Provinces continued to employ Dr. Fxihrer;